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*Note, not all the pages in the Ledger were numbered. 
 

M. Lawrence Camp 
Ledger 
ABCD Tab front  
M. Lawrence Camp 
Garland, Texas 
June 9th 1897 
Back  
BS Talley 75 
 
EFGH Tab front 
F M Cain 
I leave to night come to say good by 
Mary A Camp 
 
IJKL Tab front 
Physical Geo 
Mon 
Tues 
Wed 
Thurs 
Frid 
 
MNOP Tab front 
Mon 100 
Tues 100 
Wed 95 
Back 
Walker A Hayden 
Amt due them by my brother  
Charles Camp $47.00 
 
 
 

Diary 
Pg 1 
Wed June 9 1897 Spent the day getting ready to go to west Texas with Dick Tucker to take his cattle 
went to Garland this evening 
Thurs June 10 Left home for the north west with Tucker’s cattle come through Garland had easy trip so 
far spent the night at Dan Whitfield 
 
Friday June 11 1897 

Started from Dan Ws early and traveled toward the Denton Co line near the cor (sic)  of Collin Co. had 
a hard rain on us in the evening, but dident (sic) get wet, fine land, big pastures, and good grass.  Dick 
sold his steers to a man by name Fourneaux, we slept in F-x barn, fell very well so far  
Saturday June 12 
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left F-x early in the morn – west by way of Lewisville had an emense (sic)  rain but, all kept dry, got in 
Lewisville in the evening, got some stamps to write to mama, started toward the cross timber. Found 
some of the best black berries camped 4 miles west of Lewisville for night 
 
pg 2 
Sunday June 13 
Broke camp early drove along slow gathered wild plumbs, black berried, begged some splendid 
peaches wrote to Ma in the evening, camped for the night in a lane west of the crosstimbers in the edge 
of the grand prairie, had a hard rain on us in the night, but managed to keep dry 
 
Pg 3 
Monday June 14 
Traveled west through some very muddy lanes, had dinner at Justin, mailed some letters, and started 
out again camped for the night in a big pasture in wise co near the line of Denton, had a good dry bed 
and every body got to sleep good 
 
Tuesday June 15 
Got up late had breakfast rounded up and started on a due west course a cross emense (sic) pastures 
with extra good grass stopped about noon rested the stock till near night moved about a mile camped 
for the night still in pasture and the sun set in the grass. 
 
Wed June 16 
Started moderately early, due west, had about 3 miles to cross of pasture then traveled a lane a few 
miles went in washing washed our close, came on toward Decator Wise, stoped (sic)  on a little prairie 
3 miles south of town to rest our stock seems to me we are going very slow. Spent the night on same 
P- had to herd the cattle all night 
 
Pg 4 
Thursday June 17 
Drove into Decatur about 9 am, droped (sic) a card home, started threw the crosstimbers on the 
Jacksbourgh rode, drove about eleven miles struck the little mining town of Bridgeport, along in the 
evening, on of the nicest towns we have been in since we left home, put the cattle in a pen, camped on 
a nice grass plot for the night, felt worse today than any  
 
Pg 5 
Friday June 18 
Left Bridgeport in the East drove threw deep sand in post Oak timber up and down hill across creeks 
and the west fork of Trinity River, finally mounting Jim Ned Mountain climbing rocks and sand to the 
first plateau (sic) where we camped for the night had a beautiful view of the Valley below from the top I 
went hunting 
 
Pg 6 
Saturday June 19 
Started about sunrise crossed the line from Wise to Jack Co climbed some very high hills on the east 
side the went down grade for a few miles and climbed more hills passed through the little town of 
Vineyard about 11 a.m. a mineral watering place after a slow and tiresome drive arrived in 3 miles of 
Jacksbourgh camped on some prairie for the night 
 
Pg 7 
Sunday June 20 
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Broke camp very early drove into Jackbourgh about 7a.. inquired but dident (sic) get any letter had the 
post master to forward my letter on west, left J- in the East past over hills and valleys rocks and sands. 
With post oak on both sides of us.  The hottest weather yet.  Camped in a pasture 7 X 15 miles square 
and had grass and water in plenty 
 
Pg 8 
Mon June 21 
Slept late, got a good breakfast cleaned up and went fishing laid around let the cattle rest had dinner 
about 1 p.m. and broke camp about ½ past 3 drove across the pasture and camped on the west side.  
The mountains and timber makes me think of Tenn. Saw some of pretties fat cattle with little calves with 
them in liberty 
 
Pg 9 
Tues June 22 
Started about 7 a.m. drove along slow passing good land and poor land on our way. Saw some Prairie 
dogs today the first of note.  Very hot weather now all well and lazy as dogs in August killed some half 
grown rabbits for dinner then went fishing again with little success arrived at Framer about middle the 
evening wrote a letter to ma, camped 1m west of Farmer 
 
Pg 10 
Wed June 23 
Never moved today till alter noon.  Dick and Mr Whitfield left us about 2 p m in W-s wagon and went to 
graham city to look at the country left the rest of with the stock we started a 3 p.m. and traveled about 6 
m and camped in a lane that seemed endless with good grass on it, we never cook supper on acct late 
dinner, we are getting plenty of sleep 
 
Pg 11 
Thursday June 24 
Us boys got up about sunrise I done the most of the cooking, the first bread I have made on the trip 
after breakfast, we traveled due west for some 6 or 7 miles stopped and cooked out dinner  I had a lot 
of birds for dinner we fared well  got to Olney about 3 p.m  the boys drove on and I stayed until Dick 
and W- came back had a mess of birds for supper camped 4 1.2 m west Olney 
 
Pg 12 
Friday June 25 
Started due west on the Spring Creek road across an emense stretch of out land dove until about 1 ½ 
p.m. stopped for dinner fished some without success, broke up about 3 soon drove into the Northeast 
corner of Throckmortin Co near the Upper Brazos River near 5 p.m. had a slight sand storm. Passed 
through Spring Creek camped some 3 m west neare (sic) the dident (sic) get to fish in it 
 
Pg 13 
Saturday June 26 
Pulled up stakes early drove along the Brazos for a few miles stopped at Round Timber in Baylor Co for 
dinner plenty of good water so far and we have never like for grass.  Haven’t struck any gyp water as 
yet.  Where we stopped for dinner Mr Whilfield met a M Doss an old acquaintance of his and after noon 
got in the wagon and went home with him 
 
Pg 14 
To look at some pasture land and spend the night with him after he left we laid around in the shade for 
a hour or two then went on camping for night in a lane near the Brazos River.  Dave and I went down to 
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try our luck fishing but couldent (sic) find any deep water.  The river seemed a frery waste of sand and 
red water from 1 inch to a foot deep 
 
Pg 15 
Sun June 27 
I cooked breakfast Dick washed dishes and we started about 7 ½ am traveled along slowly for an hour 
and ½ stopped to take Sunday passed some of prettiest girls this morning I have seen on the trip a 
wealthy ranche (sic) owners daughters resumed our journey about 3 p.m. crossed some very wild 
looking wastes of pasturelands.  I saw a coyote wolfe (sic)  this evening the first 
 
Pg 16 
That has been seen on the trip crossed pastures for 4 hours and never saw any body or anybodies 
house camped to night in a deep draw with high rocky hills on all sides of us.  We are finding plenty of 
grass and water as yet all are well and doing as little as possible.  I like this country first rate but not for 
farming purpose 
 
Pg 17 
Mond June 28 – 97 
Got early breakfast started to Seymour the county site of Baylor Co. some 4 miles distance drove into 
Seymour about 9 am stopped 1 m on the north side of town stopped there for the day as Mr Whitfield 
was out hunting hime some pasture and never come in till 4 in the evening, he found him a pasture 
 
Pg 18 
And will take his stock to it tomorrow Dick left for Tom Wolford’s at 11 am will get in some time to night 
will bring Tom with him.  Seymour is a very thriving little town at the end of a railroad line called the 
Witchata (sic) Valley many fine rock buildings some not completed left standing to decay and fall to 
pieces 
 
Pg 19 
Tues June 29  
Dick and Tom come in about midnight got the cattle devided (sic) and Mr Whitfield left us I hitched up, 
drove up town to get a keg of water and get some groceries got hold of a Dallas News1 and found the 
story of the Pleasant Valley  killing we were very sorry to hear it but know that it is that way.  We 
traveled all the rest of the day due north 
 
Pg 20 
eat dinner on the bank of the Wichita river the drove the cattle on north till night from there I went home 
with Tom and spent the night with him had a good supper a good bed and rested well for one more 
night. 
 
Pg 21 
Wed June 30 – 97 
After breakfast Tom and I went to the cattle camp and drove the cattle in to DTs pasture right on the 
north edge of Baylor Co due north Seymour some 18 miles arrived here 11 am had good dinner and 
plenty of it.  D and Tom and Dave went to hunt the cattle already out here.  I laid around never was as 
lazy sleep on out Wallet 
 
Pg 22 
July 1 – 97 
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Went from Tom’s to Rents to get my mail stopped at a threshing machine got aquainted (sic) with a 
good many men took dinner with the thresher crew at a Mr. Josh Alexander had a splendid good dinner  
Rich Dugan was working with the crew came home in the evening Dick found all his cattle 
 
Pg 23 
July 2 – 97 
No diary entry, but some math figures that are in different hand writing 
 
Pg 24 
Cash receipts 
Sept 3 of H. P. Pelton $50.00 
Oct 12th  “ $15.00 
 “     13 recd J H Harlen $9..75 
 “     14 recd H. P. Pelton $8500 
 “      21   “   H P Pelton $100.00 
 
Sept 17 Cash on hand 15.55 
 
Pg 25 
cash spent 
Sept 3 cloth  .50 
  “     3 lunch  .10 
  “     3 Hudson & Davis note 4.60 
  “     3 Buter (sic) .75 
  “     4 Suit of clothes 9.00 
  “     4 pr of shoes 2.00 
  “     4 3 overshirts (sic)2.85 
  “     4 3 pr drawers 1.50 
  “     4 3 pr socks .15 
  “     4 pare suspenders .50 
  “     4 R. R. ticket – Dallas .90 
  “     4 breakfast & dinner .30 
  “     4 cold drinks .25 
  “     4 stable fees .15 
 
Pg 26 
continued page 25 24.10 
Sept 4 Laundry .25 
  “     4-6 sundries 1.50 
  “     7 Cheese & cracker stuff .40 
  “     8 Lunch  .20 
 “      8-17 pro’v’s books & c 7.90 
Sept 17 spent to present time 34.45 
 
Sept 18 groceries 1.60 
  “      21 turpintine (sic).10 
  “      22 blacking .10 
  “      22 compostion (sic) books.15 
  “      23 wax and pens .10 
  “      25 Swindle for work .50  

  “      27 butter  .10 
   _____ 

2.65 
 
Pg 27 
Balance from page 26 2.65 
Sept 30 Knife  1.00 
  “      “   Ink  .10 
Oct 6 groceries 1.00  
  “    11 Paid Miss Randel for my Elocution
 4.00 
  “     11 butter  .15 
   ____ 
   9.45 
   34.45 
   ____ 
   43.90 
 
Oct 12 Paid Curry 13.20 
 “     12 Meat  .50 
 “     13 butter and Soda .25 
 “     14 wax and cig’s .10 
 “     15 thread 25 jacket 45 .70 
    _____ 
    14.75 
 
Pg 28 
Balance from page 27 
    14.75 
Oct 18 Paid Sam Allen 12.35 
  “    18 tobucca (sic)  .15 
  “    18 fresh meat  .25 
  “    19 lunch   .10 
  “    19 apples   .5 
  “    20 (pork) Meat  .10 
  “    21 paid Beavers Bro 47.95 
  “    21 paid M D Williams 50.00 
  “    21 Meat   .95 
  “    21 Molasses  .60 
  “    21 stove pipes  .35 
  “    21 to MC Conwill  .45 
  “    22 cig   .5 
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Pg 29 
Oct 23 paid D. Summers 30.05 
  “    23   “  MD Williams 6.55 
  “    23  Drygoods  .80 
  “    23  Safe   2.50 
  “    23  Groceries  .55 
gave Mother   5.00 
 
Nov 8 Paid Miss Randle  8.00 
 
 
Pg 30 blank 
 
Pg 31 
1897 
Oct 21 Beaver Bros 47.95 
  “    23  S C Hall .50 
  “    23  M D Williams 6.55 
  “    15  Sam Allen 12.35 
  “    23  R E Sumners 30.05 
  “    18 Curry Lumber  13.20 
  “     21 house rent  50.00 
 
Pg 32 
Nov 1897 
Nov 1st to 14th written on the side 
Meal  .50 
Fresh meat .25 
bacon  .70 
butter  .30 
rice  .25 
apples  .10 
potatoes .25 
16th beef steak .15 
potatoes .25 
  ____ 
  2.75 
 
Pg 33 
Nov 22- 1897 
Paid B Bros per G 2.35 
Grocerers (sic) Flour and Potatoes 2.75 
Dr Walker  1.00 
Can goods  .45 
Squire Swim  2.00 
   ____ 
   8.55 
Cough syr  .50 
   ___ 
   9.05 
 Pg 34 

Nov 22 Total amount of expenditures  
Groceries, clothes, Accounts, rents, tuitions & c
 259.20 
 
Nov 22 Cash on hand 20.45 
 
Pg 35 
Groceries 
Bal to 22 2.75 
Nov 22 Flour  6.50 
 “     22 Sweet Potatoes .15 
 “     22  Can Goods  .45 
 “     27 Honey & bucket .80 
 “     29 Sausage  .25 
 
Pg 36 blank 
Pg 37 
Drugs Dry Goods 
Nov 22 Cough Syr  .50 
 “     22 Dr Walker  1.00 
 “     22 Squire Swim  2.00 
 “     27 necktie  .12.5 
 “     27 pencil holder  .07.5 
 “     27 Gave Mother  4.00 
 “     27 pair pants  2.00 
 “     22 wax   .05 
 
Pg 38 
1898 
Sept 13 Received of J. B. Camp in pay’ on note 
of N. P. Harris and E. L. Colvin shegart (sic) 
21.75 
 
Pg 39 blank 
Pg 40 
151 Sluy Swimers  .20 
156 L. M. T. Flork .40 
156 J M James .05 
157 Joe James .30 
162 C L Cole  .15 
162 Will Merrill 1.05 
165 RA Smith  1.15 
166 Joe King  .15 
175 Mrs L. M. Tinsley 
176 Chas Coker .24 
182 C. W. Emerson .75 
190 E. W. Emerson .50 
195 ME Church .20 
195 Claud Joice .25 
208 Ed Pendleton .10 
227 Mrs Thorp  .30 
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258 
 
Pg 41 
104 JS Miller . 55 
244 Will Sebastan 
279 C. S. Coker .65 
284 Mrs Grayham 
 
Pg 42 
Sept 1 
A. Peaks, W. M. Porter 16.00 
A. Peaks, W. M. Porter 12.75 
C. B. Johnson   10.00 
Preston Johnson col  4.50 
C. C. Colvin   5.00 
John F. West   30.00 
 
Pgs 43-50 blank 
Pg 51 
July 9 %300 90 after date Int 9% discount 6 
 
Pgs 52-59 blank 
Pg 60  
Accounts Paid 
Sept 14 Meet Acct .60 
Sept 14 Beaver Bros  5.00 
Sept 14 Spillers & Beaver 7.60 
  “     28 Beaver Bros 20.40 
  “     28 S. C. Hall 5.40 
  “     28 H. L. Erwin 1.50 
 
Pg 61 blank 
Pg 62 
J. B. Camp 
Sept 13 cotton seed 2.25 
 
Pg 63-64 missing 
Pg 65 lined through 
1 orgin (sic) 
2 meaning 
3 Invention 
4 earliest forms 
5 Modem Almanacs 
6 Modern uses 
7 uses 
8 Real worth of almanacs 
 
Pg 66 blank 
Pg 67 
Fat Boys Eats apples Dumplins (sic) Gredily 
(sic) 

F-B, E A D G 
How many sharps at sig (sic)  to make the 
natural 
 
Pg 68 111 N Akard 
Pg 69-70 torn 
 
Pg 71 
Physically Geography 
Tues-S 
 
Pg 72 blank 
Pg 73 
Figures  
Beavers Bros 40.00 
Williams 6.00 
Sam Allen 39.00 
Joe Mewshaw 2.00 
C. Martin 11.00 
Dr Sumners  25. 
Hudson K Davis 4.00 
  __________ 
  127.50 
  79.00 
Amt due 205.50 
  _________ 
Amt left 18.52 
 
Pg 74 
W M Moore 
 Benjamin 
Knox Co. Tex 
J B Harvey 
 Seymour Tex 
John Owen 
 Bryson 
Jack Co Tex 
 
Pg 75 
1 Lewisville Denton Co 
2 Justin Denton Co 
3 Drop Denton Co 
4 Decatur Wise Co 
5  Bridgport Wise Co 
6  Vinuard Jack Co 
7 Jacksbourgh Jack Co 
8 Farmer Young Co 
9 Olney Young Co 
10 Spring Creek Throckmorton  
11Round Timber Baylor Co 
12 Seymour Baylor Co 
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Pg 76 
Lawrence Camp written in margin 
Checo 
Cropton  
Newport 
Stopped R— 
Antelope 
A 
Cheer 
Crofton 
Newport 
Sloppeed 
Antebano 
 
J B Harvey 
 Seymour Tex 
 
Pg 77 
Figures 
Cheeo 
Crofton 
Newport 
Stamppeed Stping 

Antelope 
M L Camp 
4 grs  
245 grs Bismuth 
John Owen 
 Brysom Jack Co, TX 
 
Pg 78 
M L Camp 
Addresses 
Jas T Camp 
235 North College St 
 Nashville, Tenn 
W. H. Gordon 
 Mud River KY 
Mrs. Mary P. Camp 
 Garland 
 Dallas Co Texas 
 
John Fourneaux 
 Trinity Mills Tex 

 
      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


